
Mark the Spot!
Social bookmarking
as a Teaching Tool



Today:
• What is social bookmarking?
• Why use social bookmarking?

– A “delicious” account
– Feed into your LMS
– Case Study

• Activities:
– Build collaborative site
– Build individual sites - add & share bookmarks

• Social bookmarking as a teaching tool



What is social bookmarking?
Social bookmarking systems are web-based 
services that allow users to bookmark all manner of 
web based resources, 'tag' those resources with 
meaningful keywords, and share their bookmarks 
with others.

Source:  Designing & Implementing E-learning

http://designing.flexiblelearning.net.au/gallery/activities/social_bookmarking.htm


The old way:

• private space 
• unable to access from another 

PC. eg. work, home, conference
• use folders to manually organise
• no tagging – hence no automatic 

organising
• no sharing

What is social bookmarking?



The new way:

• public space 
• classify/categorise/index bookmarks 

with tags, tag clouds
• view all bookmarks associated with 

a chosen tag
• view number of users who have 

bookmarked a site
• subscribe to tags
• look at other users’ bookmarks
• save bookmarks from other users
• provides enriched learning 

environment

What is social bookmarking?

http://delicious.com/calcja
http://delicious.com/calcja


Go to:  delicious.com/calcja
• Bookmarks

– Explore a bookmark
• Web address
• Title
• Description
• Tags
• Show/Hide

– Easily access favourite sites – anywhere, anytime
• Networks - see other people’s bookmarks
• Tags

– explore a tag
– Tag bundles
– Tag clouds  in delicious and another example

• Subscriptions
– Subscribe – see other bookmarks by topic

• Share your bookmarks with others (they add to their network)
• delicious does the hard work 

– organises
– ranks (saving ranks popularity)
– distributes sites

Why use social bookmarking?

http://www.delicious.com/calcja
http://www.abc.net.au/news/tag/cloud.htm


• Feed into your Learning Management System

Why use social bookmarking?

http://westone.moodlesites.com/course/view.php?id=3


• Case study 
• Design & digital media
• Certificate IV & Diploma
• f-2-f with  e-learning support

Why use social bookmarking?

http://socialelearning.flexiblelearning.net.au/social_elearning/index.htm
http://socialelearning.flexiblelearning.net.au/social_elearning/index.htm


Using a new “delicious” account:
• Nominate a theme for group
• Individuals find a web page 
• Identify tags
• Add bookmark

– Web address
– Title
– Description
– Tags
– Show/Hide

Activity 1:



1. Open Internet Explorer (web browser)
2. Go to:  delicious.com
3. Follow instructions to join/login 
4. Start to add your bookmarks and tags
5. Add another user to your Network
6. Subscribe to a topic
7. Share your bookmark site with others
8. Sort sites
9. Create a tag cloud

Activity 2:

http://www.delicious.com/


• Collaborative activities with colleagues OR class group
– agreed naming of tags or personal tags
– commence or simply update for new groups
– Topic/subject related bookmarking
– Information Literacy activities

• Facilitates collaborative research 
• Allows rapid distribution & sharing of resources
• Familiarises students & teachers with Web 2.0 & value of social 

networking
• Provides access to favourite sites anywhere, anytime (work, home, 

travel, conferences)
• Locates all bookmarked sites in one well organised site
• Identifies sites visited most - automatic rating as more users 

bookmark

Social bookmarking as a teaching tool:



• Do it yourself before using with students
• Deal with student access to technology then the 

software
• Students can see setting up user account, 

bookmarking and tagging as complex process 
• Provide a structured introduction - basic functions
• Relate social bookmarking to other education 

experiences – only part of the picture

Social bookmarking as a teaching tool:



• Mister Wong
• Mixx
• MSDN
• Newsvine
• oneview
• Propeller.com
• Reddit
• Simpy
• SiteBar
• StumbleUpon
• Stumpedia
• TechNet
• Twine[1]
• Windows Live Favorites

• Balatarin
• BookmarkSync
• CiteULike
• Connotea
• Delicious
• Digg
• Diigo
• Faves
• Furl
• GiveALink.org
• IBM Lotus Connections
• Linkwad
• Ma.gnolia
• My Web

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mister_Wong
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mixx
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MSDN
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newsvine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oneview
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Propeller.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reddit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simpy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SiteBar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/StumbleUpon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stumpedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microsoft_TechNet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twine_(website)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Windows_Live_Favorites
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balatarin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BookmarkSync
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CiteULike
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Connotea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delicious_(website)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diigo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faves_(software)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Furl
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GiveALink.org
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IBM_Lotus_Connections
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linkwad
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ma.gnolia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/My_Web
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